CONSIDERATIONS FOR EXOTIC ANIMAL RESCUE

The Zoo and Aquarium All Hazards Preparedness, Response, and Recovery (ZAHP)
Fusion Center, currently in its second year, was created to serve as a conduit between
the emergency management sector and the greater managed wildlife community.
Funded by USDA and operated by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), the
ZAHP Fusion Center works with key players in emergency management across the
country to connect the managed wildlife community with information on the five critical
National Preparedness mission areas: Prevention, Protection, Mitigation, Response,
and Recovery. The ASAR Heavy Extrication team has been working with zoos all over
the country to adapt heavy rescue and technical animal rescue techniques to aid in
exotic animal rescue. Applications have been successful in moving both elephants and
hippos with new focus on giraffe and rhino. Local FD Heavy Rescue teams are integral
for successful planning, application, and safety. In addition, ASAR is working with ZAHP
to research creating Exotic Animal Strike Teams to be utilized in SME disaster
response. Training based on FEMA ASAR resource typing will be used as a basis as
we explore response disasters by zoos all over the country. This presentation will
examine the new equipment developed for zoo applications along with roles of first
responders and zoo personnel in a rescue or disaster situation.
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